
 

OST DATA ACCESS PROTOCOL 
 

 
This data accessibility protocol of the Tunisian Forum for Economic and Social Rights (FTDES) 
presents a list of principles and conditions for accessing, processing, and using data provided 
by the FTDES and its departments, including the Tunisian Social Observatory (OST). The 
purpose of this protocol is to help frame the organization's open data approach and meet the 
needs of civil society. The entity or person requesting access to FTDES data must comply with 
the following conditions: 
 

 

GENERAL CONDITIONS: 
 

 Data Access: 

The data provided by FTDES is always subject to availability, the stated purpose of the 

request for access to data, and sensitivity, where raw data containing personal data from 

our sources cannot be shared. FTDES has the right to refuse partial or total access to 

specific data sets and sources after reviewing the request according to the following main 

criteria: 

- If the applicant is an entity: Affiliation with an organization, research center, university, or 

other entity. (public profile, affiliation email address, etc.) 

- If the applicant is independent: A profile or history of activism or independent research 

(various resources: websites, published content and research, etc.) 

- If the applicant is a student: Proof of affiliation with the university (enrollment, university 

email address, etc.) 

- If the applicant is of another type: This must be specified in the application. 

 

 Data Protection: 

 

The applicant must comply with data protection requirements:  



 

 

- Data must not be shared with other entities or individuals unless it is proven, at the time 
of the request using the above criteria, that they are contributors or key partners for the use 
of the data. 
 

- Once shared, the FTDES does not require the individual or entity to destroy the data after 
the stated purpose has been achieved. 

 

 Data Processing and Use:  

 

- The entity or person must use the data to which it has access solely for the purposes stated in 

its request. 

 

- The data may be processed and disseminated in different ways, for the purposes of academic 

or non-academic research, activism, or other similar purposes, while maintaining its consistency for 

total integrity. 

 

-    FTDES data may not under any circumstances be used for secondary purposes, and 

especially not for malicious purposes (sale or blackmail of data with other parties without consent, 

social stigmatization and discriminatory profiling during data processing and analysis, etc.). 

 

-    FTDES expects complete clarity and transparency regarding the plans and intentions for the 

use of data within the request. 

 

 

 Intellectual Property: 

 

- Under no circumstances may the entity/individual claim ownership of the data provided. 

- The data consulted is the intellectual property of the FTDES and must be treated as 

such. 

- The FTDES requires citations and references in websites, academic research 

publications, broadcast sources, and other products in order to guarantee its integrity. 

- The FTDES OST data, disseminated on the Al-Forum platform, is licensed under Creative 

Commons CC-BY-NC (Attribution - Non-Commercial Use). 

  

https://al-forum.org/en/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


 

 

 Data Storage and Security: 

 

Once accessible, the data must be stored by the entity/individual in a secure storage unit and in a 
secure device (software or peripheral). The entity/individual assumes full responsibility for the 
security of the data when it is stored and cannot request access to it again in the event of loss or 
theft of data. 

 

 Ethical Use: 

  

The entity/individual assumes full responsibility for considering all ethical 
considerations when accessing, processing, and communicating data: 

 
-   Transparency of data sources with the intended audience. 
- Adoption of ethical principles for interpreting data without manipulation or 

reformulation that could cause misinformation, whether during processing or final 
communication. 

 

 Data Format: 
 

The format of the data provided by FTDES is .xlsx and varies. The OST data available to 
FTDES varies between quantitative and qualitative data. 

 

 Legal Compliance (1):  
 
The entity/individual must comply with Tunisian laws relating to data protection: 
- Organic Law No. 63 of 2004, dated July 27, 2004, relating to the protection of personal 

data. (Arabic version available for translation). 
- Draft Organic Law No. 25/2018 on the protection of personal data. This law has not yet 

been adopted, but this protocol will be submitted and updated as soon as the draft has 
legal effect in Tunisia. (Versions available in Arabic and French). 

 

 Legal Compliance (2): 
 

The entity/individual must comply with Tunisian laws relating to data protection. Please 
consult the compendium on personal data protection published by the national data 
protection authority in Tunisia. (Available in Arabic, French, and English here). 

 

https://igppp.tn/ar/node/181
https://legislation-securite.tn/ar/latest-laws/%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B9-%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A3%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%8A-%D8%B9%D8%AF%D8%AF-2018-25-%D9%8A%D8%AA%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%82-%D8%A8%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84/
https://legislation-securite.tn/latest-laws/projet-de-loi-organique-n-25-2018-relatif-a-la-protection-des-donnees-a-caractere-personnel
https://inpdp.tn/Receuil_INPDP.pdf

